To:  Falco  - CDPHE,  Ron[ron.falco@state.co.us] 

Cc:  heather.drissel@STATE.CO.US[heather.drissel@STATE.CO.US];  Patrick  Pfaltzgraff- 

CDPHE[patrick.j.pfaitzgraff@state.co.us] 

From:  Bahrman,  Sarah 

Sent:  Fri  8/7/2015  6:22:18  PM 

Subject:  RE:  Gold  King  Mine  Update 


Hi  Pat  & Heather  - 

A couple  of  quick  updates  from  the  meeting  I just  got  out  of. 


We  have  results  back  from  yesterday’s  samples  and  have  an  EPA  aircraft  that  is  helping  to  track 
the  slug  of  water.  The  leading  edge  of  the  plume  was  about  8 mi  above  the  CO/NM  state  line  as 
of  about  10am  today.  The  water  around  Silverton  is  clearing  in  color.  Based  on  sampling  data 
we  have  in  now,  we  will  try  to  develop  some  rough  estimates  for  a trailing  edge  of  the  plume  and 
travel  time  to  Durango  and  will  share  that  as  soon  as  it’s  available. 


We  are  still  developing  a full/final  sampling  plan,  but  discussed  collecting  samples  at  the 
Durango  intake  so  we  have  good  data  there  as  I know  the  City  is  anxious  to  be  able  to  use  that 
intake.  Pete  Stevenson  (our  on-scene  coordinator)  has  the  lead  on  the  sampling  plan.  KC  has 
his  number  and  should  coordinate  once  in  town. 


We’re  also  standing  up  a website  that  will  be  publicly  available  and  will  include  photos,  a map, 
and  sampling  results.  That  will  be  the  best  source  of  info  over  the  weekend.  The  site  should  be 
up  in  another  hour  or  two  (right  now  it  requires  a login,  but  they  will  remove  that  once  the  data  is 
loaded).  URL  is  www.epaosc.org/GoldKinqMine 


Feel  free  to  give  me  a call  or  email  over  the  weekend  if  you  need  anything.  We’ll  probably  have 
another  update  meeting  later  today  and  I will  send  you  any  new  info. 


Thanks! 


Sarah  E.  Bahrman  | Acting  Director,  Water  Program  | U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency - 
Region  8 

(p)  303.312.6243  | (c)  303.903.8515  | (f)  877.876.9101 
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From:  Falco  - CDPHE,  Ron  [mailto:ron.falco@state.co.us] 

Sent:  Friday,  August  07,  2015  10:01  AM 
To:  Bahrman,  Sarah 

Cc:  Jennifer  Robinett  - CDPHE;  heather.drissel@STATE.CO.US 
Subject:  Fwd:  Gold  King  Mine  Update 


Hi  Sarah, 

This  is  some  of  our  latest  info.  Is  there  an  EPA  incident 
command  center  our  sampler  should  check  into? 

Forwarded  message 

From:  Drissel  - CDPHE,  Heather  <heather.drissel@state.co.us> 

Date:  Fri,  Aug  7,  2015  at  9:58  AM 
Subject:  Gold  King  Mine  Update 

To:  Patrick  Pfaltzgraff  - CDPHE  <patrick.i.pfaltzgraff@state.co.us>.  Greg  Naugle  - CDPHE 
<greg.naugle@state.co.us>.  David  Kurz  - CDPHE  <David,Kurz@state.co.us>.  Tyson  Ingels  - 
CDPHE  <tyson.ingels@state.co.us>.  Ron  Falco  - CDPHE  <ron.falco@state.co.us>.  Casey  Kay  - 
CDPHE  <casey.kav@state.co.us>.  Tom  Schaffer  - CDPHE  <tom.schaffer@state.co.us>. 
Michelle  Thiebaud  - CDPHE  <michelle.thiebaud@state.co.us>.  Doug  Jamison  - CDPHE 
<doug.jamison@state.co.us>.  Robert  Cribbs  - CDPHE  <robert.cribbs@state.co.us>.  Jennifer 
Robinett  - CDPHE  <Jennifer.Miller@,state.co.us>.  David  Dani  - CDPHE 
<david.dani@state.co.us>.  Carol  Keever  - CDPHE  <c arol . kee ver@ state . co . us> 


Everyone, 


Just  a brief  update. 


- On  sight  FSS  Staff:  KC  Kay  from  WQCD  Field  Unit  II  is  headed  down  to  Durango  this 
morning  from  Grand  Junction.  Should  be  there  mid  afternoon  and  will  check  in  with  San  Juan 
Basin  HD  - Greg  Brand  and  his  staff.  KC  will  provide  a status  update  later  today  and  will  also 
provide  updates  over  the  weekend.  Additional  staff  from  Field  Unit  II  are  able  to  assist  if 
needed. 
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- Additional  Check  in  Calls  with  Public  Water  Systems:  Tom  Schaffer  and  Rob  Cribbs  are 
calling  to  check  in  with  systems  on  the  Animas  River  for  a status  update,  including  GWUDI 
systems  or  GWUDI  evaluated  systems  to  see  if  they  need  assistance.  They  will  be  providing  an 
update  later  this  morning. 


- City  of  Durango:  Tyson  spoke  with  Dave  Furgeson  (PW  director)  yesterday  and  they  are 
prepared.  Tyson  will  send  an  more  detailed  update  shortly.  There  is  an  update  on  their  website 
this  morning  regarding  the  DW  System. 


- NM  Systems:  Tom  investigated  downstream  water  systems  in  NM.  Both  Farmington  and 
Aztec  have  updates  on  their  websites  stating  that  the  DW  systems  are  prepared  and  are  not  using 
that  water  source  at  this  time. 


Items  we  need  clarification  on: 


- We  need  to  know  if  EPA  has  set  up  an  incident  command  center  to  check  into  and  the 
name  and.  cell  number  of  the  onsite  coordinator  is  for  EPA  so  KC  Kay  can  check  in.  Please 
advise. 


Please,  if  everyone  can  reply  to  all  in  this  email  string  with  updates  - it  will  help  to  keep  the 
communication  lines  updated. 


Thanks. 


Heather  Drissel,  P.E.,  CWP 
Unit  Manager,  Field  Unit  II 
WQCD  Field  Services  Section 


P 719.295.5070  | F 719.543.8441 
140  Central  Main,  Suite  300,  Pueblo,  CO  81003 
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heather. drissel@state. co. us  | www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe 


24-hr  tnvironmental  Release/Incident  Report  Line:  1-877-518-5608 


Ron  Falco,  P.E. 

Safe  Drinking  Water  Program  Manager 


P 303.692.3569  | F 303.782.0390 

4300  Cherry  Creek  Drive  South,  Denver,  CO  80246 

ron.falcQ@state.co.us  | www.colorado.gov/cdphe 

24-hr  Environmental  Release/Incident  Report  Line:  1.877.518.5608 
Total  Coliform  Positive:  303.692.3308 
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